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I. numbers: refugees and displaced persons 

. ■ Old Refugee, : Fro™ .{gjg. ^^e^ euS rows • 
T^'uSfted NaUoSs Hllh Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) has 
registerei "ns.000 Burundi refugees in Tanzania (150.000), 

'retnr Zt&SSZS. VT^^iT^SSS^V 
SSitional 15,000 fled to Zaire following conflict in 
Bu?imbu?a UNHCR is now using the following numbers: 

Rwanda: 260,000 
Tanzania: 60,000 
Zaire: 55,000 

* Displaced Persons: An estimated 1,000,000 Persons have 
ulll disolaced from their homes within Burundi due to the 
Hutu-Sutsi conflict Some 250,000 are being assisted on a 

. regular basis - 

II. HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 

* Rwanda- UNHCR is coordinating assistance to re£ «?«*s in 

„Sr ( ^: £ Me a sfou ss.'jssBr'sfSssai'S. 

providing health care. 

* Tanzania: WBSR f coordinating UN and NGO assistance to 
SSSSia 5S U."5S r P ar^°e?, a rne 

SSS^fiLSSa (TCRS), are distributing food and non-food 
f£l ief MiLS aac^ and HSJ^ieJLgilim are providing ^dical 
services a nd suppli es. TO and CQHCBHl.«« Providing 
some relief items. The 1EEC and the Tmz^n Re d Cro s s 
are assisting refugees in the Kagera region. 

* Zaire: ^ is coordinating UN and ^relief^ ^ 

offood^hich'ff being°distr buted bv tl« flgg^^ 
of Uvira UNICEE is delivering water, and MP F /Ho liana is 
d^aUn^witUetlth and sanitation. QMm has provided 
some non-food relief for refugees. 
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Burundi: UNDE, with assistance from the UK Department of 
Humanitarian Affairs (EM), is coordinating UN assistance 
to displaced persons in Burundi. MHCS is assisting 
returnees MZ is providing food aid ICBC is providing 

d.oniips and oersonnel to treat wounded and 
Spaced 'co^aUon with mU3l*wm. fllfflfi and CES 
are assisting in food distribution and health care. 



III. USG ASSISTANCE 

* To date in FY94, State Department's Bureau J;° r * e * u |^ nse 
Proaranis (r£) has earmarked over Jj.S . S mUUon in response 

. to Appeals from organizations responding to the Burundi 
refugee crisis. Contributions are as follows: 



UNHCR: $4,250,000 
IFRC: $ 750,000 

WFP . $ 502,700 

RP has also made unearmarked contributions to UNHCR and 
ICRC1993 and 1994 programs in Africa which include 
Burundi RP contributed $43 million for 1993 and 
Zl l million for 1994 to "^R's General Program for 
Africa. RP also contributed $41.5 million to ICRC s ims 
Emergency Appeal for Africa. 

* in December 19W, the U.S. Department of Defense's Office 
of Humanitarian and Refugee Affairs airlifted over 9,000 
MaSEE £ Rwanda for UNHCR to distribute to Burundi 
refugees . 

* USAID-s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance <OFDA) 
Stvided over $3 million for food and non-food relief 
within Burundi. USAID's Office of Food for Peace (FFP) has 
authorized food contributions to WFP for the Burundi 
Regional Program valued at $9 million. 

IV. BACKGROUND 

* Burundi has long been plagued by violent ^hnic conflict 
between the 14% minority Tutsi (in power until June 19<M) 
and the 85% majority Hutu populations. La ^e-scale 
massacres occurred in 1972 causing mass refugee outflows. 
Additional conflict and smaller refugee movements occurred 
in 1988, 1991 and 1992. 

* On October 21, 1993, elements of the Burundi military 
launched an *n-gn,pffid coup d'etat against the 
democratically elected government of President Melchior 
Ndadaye. Ndadaye and several government officials were 
killed. • 
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Following the coup attempt, int p r-f t h^r violence broke out 
between Hutus and Tutsis. Thousands of people have 
reportedly Seen killed and wounded, and many villages have 
SX'SSSd. The conflict led at ^ast SftO,000 ref uqees 
from Burundi to flee to Rwanda, Tanzania and Zaire. 

An estimated 1,PQQ,PQQ. Persons have been ^J 3 ^"*^ 1 " 
Burundi due to the Hutu-Tutsi conflict. Some 250,000, 
mainly Tutsi, are gathered in accessable areas. The 
remaining displaced, primarily Hutus, continue to hide out 
in the hills, inaccessable to the relief community. 

CURRENT ISSUES 

Hiah Death Rates among Refugees: In late 1993 and early 
?994, 5SHCR reported high death rates (about 6 per 10,000 
Per day) among Burundi refugees in Rwanda as a result of 
disease and malnutrition attributed to e^jemely poor 
sanitation, over-crowding, and shortages of both potable 
water and food. Some 50% to 75% of the deaths were 
a?tribu?ed to dysentary. Malnutrition was also a serious 
concern with nutritional surveys indicating between 13, to 
20% of children under five as malnourished. By late Marcn, 
conditions had reportedly improved but were still not 
satisfactory in some camps. 

Moving Refugees to New Sites: in Rwanda, UNHCR is moving 
relugles to 9 new sites to reduce over-crowding, Jjprov 
sanitation and bring dysentary under control. UNHCR also 
established new, more accessable sites f or refugee? in 
Tanzania Many refugees have chosen to remain near the 
Bu?unSr b or5e7or Vreturn home rather than move to camps. 

Refugee Repatriation: Since early 1994, as many as 200,000 
Burundi refugees may have returned to Burundi from Rwanda, 
Tanzania and Zaire. Return is motivated by improved 
sec"Ky in parts of Burundi as well as a desire to reclaim 
land and p?ant crops for the spring agricultural, cycle. 
UnScr is launching^ program of assistance for returnees. 
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